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Professional Biography 

Dr Akanksha Pratik Sonker is a development economist and a policy consultant. She 

currently serves as an Associate (Economics) at the Centre for WTO Studies 

affiliated to the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade. In this capacity, she provides 

analytical inputs and policy recommendations to the government on international 

trade and issues pertaining to the WTO. Her area of specialization lies at the 

intersection of agriculture, environment and trade and sustainability.  

Akanksha received her PhD from the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and also holds an M.Phil and Master’s 

degree in economics from JNU. She graduated from Shri Ram College of 

Commerce, Delhi University with a degree in B.A. (Hons) in Economics.  

At the centre, Akanksha has authored several policy reports and working papers 

centred around the theme of development, trade and sustainability and agriculture. 

Her wider areas of research include development economics with a focus on the rural 

economy and agrarian studies. She has published in several reputed peer-reviewed 

journals and edited volumes and served as reviewer for journals like the Journal of 

Energy and Natural Resources Law. She also serves on the Editorial Board of 

Ecofunomics to collaborate on economics-focused academic research and 

publishing.      
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