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ADVANCE \U 14.15Committee on Trade and Development
SAARC PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENT (SAPTA)
Information submitted by the SAARC Members


The following communication, dated 21 April 1997 has been received from the Permanent Mission of India for the information of Members of the Committee on Trade and Development of the WTO.

______________________

1.
The delegation of India on behalf of the WTO Members of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), namely Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, has the honour to inform the World Trade Organization that an Agreement on SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) was signed by the SAARC Council of Ministers during the Seventh SAARC Summit in Dhaka, Bangladesh on 11 April 1993.  All Member States of SAARC viz. Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, are Contracting Parties to the SAPTA Agreement.  A copy of the SAPTA Agreement
 is enclosed for information and record.

2.
The delegation of India has further to state that the following information is being furnished to the WTO Secretariat under the GATT Decision on Differential and More Favourable Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller Participation of Developing Countries, or the "Enabling Clause".

3.
The First Round of Trade Negotiations began for exchange of trade preferences under SAPTA subsequent to the signing of the Agreement.  The fact of signing of the SAPTA Agreement was notified to the GATT Council Meeting held in Geneva on 22 September 1993 in pursuance of Paragraph 4(a) of the Enabling Clause by the delegation of Bangladesh, the then Chairman of SAARC.  The GATT Council had taken note of the information provided by the delegation of Bangladesh.

4.
SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) entered into force on 7 December 1995 subsequent to ratification and completion of all formalities by all SAARC Member States.

5.
In the First Round of Trade Negotiations under SAPTA, the Contracting States have agreed to exchange concessions on 226 items.  A copy of the Consolidated National Schedules of Concessions, giving full coverage of products under SAPTA
 as approved by the Fifteenth Session of SAARC Council of Ministers (New Delhi, 30 April - 1 May 1995) is enclosed for information and record of the WTO.
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    �The Consolidated National Schedules of Concessions referred to in this communication have been submitted to the Secretariat for consultation by interested Members (office 3006).








