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Experts urge trade tariff

* % hike to oset impor

i
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Srinagar, June 19: To offset im-
portofgoodsthat affect Kashmir
handicrafts, Saffron and horti-
cultureproductsin Indianmarkets,
experts Saturday called local
stakeholderstoask for ‘anti-dump-
ing’ measures from New Delhiby
increasingtradetariffonimport-
ed commodities.

Inacapacity building workshop
on ‘WTO agreements and implica-
tions for select industries in
Jammu and Kashmir’ organized
by Federation of Indian Export
Organisation (FIEO) New Delhi
and Centre for WTO studies De-
partment of Commerce Gol in
association with JK Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute (JKE-
DI) here today, experts said the
duty wasnotincreased duetoun-
organised nature of handicraft
and saffron industry in the Val-

ey. .

“The goods produced here get
beating from predatory pricing
such as “dumping” from other
countries like China. This has
dealtsevere blow to the handicrafts

" TRADE TARIFF ON IMPORT

PRODUCT BOUNDDUTY APPLIED DUTY

Honey 60
Fresh apple 60
Apple’processed | 30
Saffron 30
Paper machie 10
Shawls 10
Mixture nuts 30

and saffron industry,” experts
concluded at the workshop.
Advocating increase in duty of
imported goods, Professor Center
for WTO Sajan Sudesh Ratnasaid
the producer here should get or-
ganised and approach the Indian
policy makers for increasing the

duty onimported goods tostabilize

the prices.

About Saffron, Ratna said India
hasagreedon30per centincrease

on applied duty, which can be -

cranked up to 150 per cent to its
bound duty.

“You can take action by impos-
inghigherduty. Ifyouaresitting
here and not raising the issue
with the concerned ministry, your
products are bound to get beat-

ing,” said Ratna.

“The current applied duty on
carpets is only 10 per cent which
can be raised to a bound duty of
50 per cent. Thereis alot of cush-
ion for you,” informed Ratna.

As imported products are sold
at less than their fair value, it
causes considerable injury tothe
domesticfirms, for which, experts
suggested for filing antidumping
petitions with WTO.

“Domestic firms can fileanan-
tidumping petition, which deter-
mines the injury to the domestic
produce and accordingly the
prices would be stabilized. You
haveto make a cause and appeal
New Delhi to protect it,” said
Ratna.

Ratna said there is a huge gap
between the supply from India
and demandinthe European coun-
tries. .

“European Union imported saf-
fron worth USD 718000 from India
when the market demandonlyin
Spain is about USD 56 million,”
informed Ratna. 5

Hesaid Indiaexportsnuts worth
USD 16,000 to United Kingdom

When there is a demand worth
USD 85 million.
“We alsoexport nuts worth USD

.2 million to Germany when the

total demand thereis USD 17 mil-

* lion,” said Ratna.

Speaking on the oceasion, Pro-
fessor Centre for WTO Studies
ShashankPriyasaid WTO provides
for various trade defense instru-
ments for imposing tariff duty
beyond the bound rates, which
can protect the domestic firms.

Priya suggested traders from
Jammu and Kashmir to combine
and tie-up with Uttar Pradesh for
joint application before WTO.

“Kashmir handicrafts have
global market. People have to be
made aware about the trade pol-
icies to get a better deal,” he in-
formed.

ToprotectKashmirihandicrafts,
Centre hagsanctioned Rs 70 crore
forMega Cluster Projectfor Hand-
icrafts especially carpets.

“We will also provide required
facility, machinery arid material
to promote the carpet industry
here,” said Associate Professor
JKEDI Dr S Khurshid-ul-Islam.




