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Communication from India, China and Indonesia


The following communication, dated 18 July 2008, is being circulated at the request of the 

Delegation of China.

_______________


Members recall paragraph 28 of the Doha Work Program and paragraph 9 of Annex D of the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration, which called for appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least-developed Members to be an integral part of the fisheries subsidies negotiations, taking into account the importance of this sector to development priorities, poverty reduction, and livelihood and food security concerns, and hereby: 

1.
Reaffirm the primacy of the livelihood and food security concerns of millions of poor, small and artisanal fishermen in developing countries while developing disciplines on fisheries subsidies;

2.
Recognize that the above mandate in respect of effective special and differential treatment for developing and least-developed Members needs to be operationalized immediately in order to deliver on the development promise of the Round;

3.
Acknowledge that the effective operationalisation of the mandate for special and differential treatment would entail specific exemptions for subsidies and disciplines in developing countries for their fishermen, particularly the poor, small and artisanal ones among them, and for their fisheries infrastructure and some capital and operating costs. Serious consideration should also be taken of the development stage and capacity constraints of developing and least-developed Members while negotiating on sustainable conditionality for the above-mentioned specific exemptions; 

 4.
Direct Members to intensify the negotiations, based on the above understandings, with the objective of completing them before the finalization of schedules for goods.

__________


